
2. What is the definition of an OSP community? 
When can we say there is a community of an OSP?

How can community 
members be identified?
What kind of tasks 
accomplish community 
members?

What are the possibilities of 
influence of the OSP leader?
What relationships exist 
between OSP leader and the 
life cycle of the OSP?

What's the motivation of 
developers working in spare 
time for OSPs?

What's the motivation 
of companies paying 
developers to work for 
OSP?

1. Why doing community building in an OSP?
What are the goals of OS community building?
-> short- and long-term; technical and business goals; depending of 
the OSP owner: individual, small company, large company

B. What types of 
communities exist?
What are their 
differences?

What actions promote a certain type of community?
What actions attract professional developers and 
helpful community members to participate in an OSP?
What entry barriers must be overcome and how?
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4 research questions 
for introduction into 
the open source topic:
(will be examined 
using literature)

Main research 
question:
(will be the topic of the 
interview)

Influencing research questions but out 
of scope of this master thesis (so far):

A. What is an active and 
effective OSP community?
What are the signs of such 
a community?


